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like groceries or supplies that they could easily get here. Also, students are always looking for things to
do and new opportunities to serve. Part of Meg’s role is to help promote opportunities in the county.

Warren Brown, BCEDC Director (1) presented the lease for BCEDC's use of the Annex. The lease runs
from January 1, 2022 through December 31, 2026 for a sum of $93,000 payable in installments of $3,300
every six months. (2) The weather has slowed work on the broadband towers.

Elizabeth James from Charter Communications shared information on her companies plan to install
Spectrum high speed broadband in the county. The project is funded by the federal government with
nearly $500,000 for Blackford County. The project will start in the first quarter of 2023 and finish by
2025.

A Conflict of Interest form was signed for Sheila Hyer, County Assessor employee and Treasurer of the
Jackson Township Regional Sewer District. Laura Coons moved to approve signing the form and John
Oxley 2™ and the vote was 3/0.

Rich Hill representing COME (Christian Outdoor Ministry Experience) requested permission to continue
to use the former Transfer Station for hunting with the kids. About 400 kids have taken part in the
elaven-month program. John Oxley moved to allow the groups request and Laura Coons 2™. The vote
was 3/0.

Angela Smith from Smith Insurance (1) Smith recommended that “stated amount coverage” on owned
vehicles be removed. Per review of the forms presented by Astra, she felt we would be capping our
limit of coverage as stated amount coverage still reimburses at actual cash value, cost of repairs or
stated amount, whichever is less. John Oxley moved to remove the “stated value coverage” from and
Laura Coons 2", The vote was 3/0. {2) The official bonds for the Clerk and Treasurer were found to be
for incorrect amounts so both were raised to $300,000. She is also checking on coverage for the Clerk
Deputies. (3) Smith thanked Highway Superintendent John Pluimer for the complete inventory list and
reminds all departments to turn new purchases and deletions to her company for insurance purposes.
(4) The renewal for health insurance with PHP was received with an increase of 4%. Claims were 162%
50 the cost increase is minor. She is shopping other companies in the area to see if there are better rates
and plans available. (5) Smith asked if the broadband towers should be insured and the answer is “yes”.
She will check into that coverage.

Lori Lee sent a request for Heritage Days funding. The board will act at the February 227 meeting after
Hartford City decides whether to allow Heritage Days this year or not.

Attorney Jim Forcum ask for authorization from the board to continue with the opioid [itigation
settlement that has been presented. John Oxley moved to authorize Mr. Forcum to continue with the
settlement on the county’s behalf. Laura Coons 2™ and the vote was 3/0.

Accounts Payable Claims:

Claims were approved in the amount of $450,383.49 on a motion by John Oxley and 2* by Laura Coons
and the vote of 3/0.

Payroll Claims:

PPE 1/21/2022 $133,934.87 Approved on a motion by Laura Coons and 2™ by John Oxley and the vote
of 3/0.

Public Comment:

There being no further public commaent, John Oxley made a motion to adjourn. The meeting was
adjourned at 9:34 a.m. :
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